
W
hat C

hild is this?
In 1865, W

illiam
 C

hatterton D
ix w

rote 
the w

ords to a C
hristm

as carol. H
e had 

been struck w
ith a sudden near fatal 

illness and been confi ned to several 
m

onths of bed rest, during w
hich tim

e 
he w

ent into a deep depression.
  The title poses the truth that, w

hen 
Jesus C

hrist cam
e to earth, H

e w
as no 

ordinary person.  The song w
riter de-

scribes H
im

 as “the K
ing of kings” w

ho 
“salvation brings” “for sinners here.”  H

e 
is described as “the W

ord m
ade Flesh”, 

m
eaning that G

od hum
bled H

im
self, 

set aside H
is right to act as G

od, and 
becam

e hum
an like us – “W

hy lies H
e 

in such m
ean estate w

here ox and ass 
are feeding?” (S

ee P
hilippians 2:5-11)

  D
ix revealed w

hy Jesus cam
e (H

is 
m

ission) w
hen he w

rote: “nails, spears, 
shall pierce H

im
 through”. W

hy w
ould

the C
reator of the universe allow

 H
im

-
self to go through such traum

a. The 
w

ords of this carol answ
er, “the cross 

be borne for m
e, for you”.  M

ankind’s 
disobedience to G

od’s com
m

andm
ents, 

so he could do his ow
n thing, resulted 

in m
en being separated from

 fellow
ship 

w
ith G

od, losing eternal life and having 
to die. A

lso, G
od said a curse of sick-

ness and disease cam
e upon the earth 

as the fi rst m
an and w

om
an, A

dam
 &

 
E

ve, allow
ed G

od’s arch enem
y, the 

devil, to becom
e “the god of this w

orld” 
(2 C

orinthians 4:4 in the B
ible). 

  O
ne B

ible w
riter, the A

postle P
aul 

calls Jesus C
hrist the last A

dam
 or the 

heavenly M
an (I C

orinthians 15:45,49). 
There needed to be a rem

atch betw
een 

m
an and S

atan, and the G
od/M

an Jesus 
C

hrist, also called E
m

m
anuel (m

eaning 
G

od w
ith us), w

as the perfect one to do  
this.  G

od the H
oly S

pirit m
ade Jesus’ 

m
other M

ary pregnant w
hile she w

as

still a virgin (hadn’t had sex w
ith any 

m
an).  S

ince Jesus got H
is blood type 

from
 H

is heavenly Father, H
e w

asn’t 
corrupted by A

dam
’s defi led blood line.

A
lthough tem

pted like you and m
e, 

Jesus 
never 

once 
disobeyed 

G
od’s 

Ten C
om

m
andm

ents (H
ebrew

s 4:14-
16). Thus, if ever there w

as a m
an that 

could m
ake it to heaven by his ow

n 
goodness, Jesus w

as the only one w
ho 

ever qualifi ed.
  G

od devised a plan to send Jesus to 
die in our place and take the rap for our 
disobedience (Isaiah 53:8-11). In addi-
tion, our C

reator decided that H
e w

ould 
give us Jesus’ goodness, so that w

e 
can be reunited in fellow

ship w
ith G

od, 
just as if w

e had never sinned.
  This occurs w

hen w
e ask Jesus C

hrist 
to com

e into our lives as our Lord and 
S

avior.  H
e changes us from

 the inside 
out and w

e see/experience for our-
selves, that, as the songw

riter sought

to portray H
im

, Jesus C
hrist is truly the 

S
avior of the w

orld. H
ere is w

hat G
od 

says about it in the B
ible. 

(2 C
orinthians 5:16b-21): 

A
t one tim

e w
e thought of C

hrist m
ere-

ly from
 a hum

an point of view
. H

ow
 dif-

ferently w
e know

 H
im

 now
! This m

eans 
that anyone w

ho belongs to C
hrist has 

becom
e a new

 person. The old life is 
gone; a new

 life has begun! A
nd all of 

this is a gift from
 G

od, w
ho brought us 

back to H
im

self through C
hrist. A

nd 
G

od has given us this task of recon-
ciling people to H

im
. For G

od w
as in 

C
hrist, reconciling the w

orld to H
im

-
self, no longer counting people’s sins 
against them

. A
nd H

e gave us this 
w

onderful m
essage of reconciliation. 

S
o w

e are C
hrist’s am

bassadors; G
od 

is m
aking H

is appeal through us. W
e 

speak for C
hrist w

hen w
e plead, “C

om
e 

back to G
od!”   For G

od m
ade C

hrist, 
w

ho never sinned, to be the offering forou
r s

in
, s

o 
th

at
 w

e 
co

ul
d 

be
 m

ad
e 

rig
ht

 
w

ith
 G

od
 th

ro
ug

h 
C

hr
is

t.
  

Je
su

s 
bl
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d 

sa
cr

ifi 
ce

 (
H

is
 li

fe
 fo

r 
ou

r 
liv

es
) w

as
 o

nc
e 

an
d 

fo
r a

ll.
H

eb
re

w
s 

10
:1

0 
 F

or
 G

od
’s

 w
ill

 w
as

 fo
r 

us
 to

 b
e 

m
ad

e 
ho

ly
 b

y 
th

e 
sa

cr
ifi 

ce
 o

f 
th

e 
bo

dy
 o

f 
Je

su
s 

C
hr

is
t, 

on
ce

 f
or

 a
ll 

tim
e.
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G
od
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 H
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to

 li
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e 
H
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n 
im

m
or

ta
l b

od
y.

  T
hi

s 
bo

dy
 is

 a
 

pr
ot

ot
yp

e 
of

 t
he

 o
ne

 H
e 

pr
om
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es
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o 

gi
ve

 e
ac

h 
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 H
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 fo
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w
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s 
w
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n 

H
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re
-
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H
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vi

ne
 K

in
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.  
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 F
or

 a
 C
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ld
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 b
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n 

to
 u

s,
 a

 
S

on
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iv

en
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 u
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 T
he

 g
ov
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nm

en
t w

ill
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st
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n 

H
is

 s
ho

ul
de

rs
. A

nd
 H

e 
w

ill
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e 
ca

lle
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 W
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C
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el
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M
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ht
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G
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, 

E
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rla
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g 

Fa
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, 

P
rin
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P
ea
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. H

is
 g
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en

t a
nd

 it
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w

ill
 n
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. 
H

e 
w

ill
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w
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r-
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 ju
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m
 th

e 
th

ro
ne

 o
f H

is
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ce
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D
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id

 
fo

r 
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l 
et
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ni
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. 
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e 

pa
ss
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m
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en

t 
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 t
he

 L
O

R
D

 
of

 H
ea

ve
n’

s 
A

rm
ie

s 
w

ill
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e 

th
is

 h
ap

-
pe

n!
 

  T
hi

s 
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 w
hy

 th
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ng

w
rit

er
 w

rit
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: “
Th

e 
K
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g 

of
 k
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al
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n 
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”
 W

he
n 

Je
su

s 
ca

m
e 
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ck

 to
 lif

e,
 H

e 
w

en
t 

to
 h

el
l, 

S
at

an
’s

 h
ea

dq
ua

rte
rs

, a
nd

 to
ok

 
ba

ck
 th

e 
co

nt
ro

l o
f t

he
 e

ar
th

 th
at

 A
da

m
, 

th
e 
fi r

st
 m

an
, f

or
fe

ite
d.

 J
es

us
 is
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al

le
d 

th
e 

la
st

 A
da

m
 b

ec
au

se
 th

e 
ru

le
 o

f t
hi

s 
ea

rth
 w

ill
 n

ev
er

 f
al

l o
ut

 o
f 

H
is

 h
an

ds
.  

Je
su

s’
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is
si

on
 a

ls
o 

fre
ed

 u
s 

fro
m

 t
he

 
cu

rs
e 

of
 th

e 
br

ok
en

 la
w

 –
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ov
er

ty
, s

ic
k-

ne
ss

, a
nd

 p
re

m
at

ur
e 

de
at

h 
(G

al
at

ia
ns

 
3:

13
). 

  W
ha

t t
he

 lo
vi

ng
 J

es
us

 h
as

 d
on

e 
an

d 
w

ill
 d

o 
fo

r u
s 

do
es

 n
ot

 a
ut

om
at

ic
al

ly
 b

e-
co

m
e 

ou
rs

.  
Th
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so
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w

rit
er

 a
ls
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w
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:
“le
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lo
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he
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ne
 

H
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an
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C
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ea
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, 
ki

ng
, 

to
 o

w
n 

H
im
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To

 g
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ut

 o
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de
vi

l’s
 k

in
g-

do
m

 a
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 in
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 J
es

us
’ k

in
gd

om
, w

e 
m

us
t

pe
rs
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al
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on
fe

ss
 J

es
us

 t
o 

be
 o

ur
 

ne
w

 L
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d 
an

d 
K

in
g.

  W
e 

do
 s

o,
 b

y 
pr

ay
-

in
g 

th
is

 W
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ld
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 M
os

t I
m

po
rta

nt
 P

ra
ye

r, 
al

ou
d,

 a
nd
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ro

m
 o

ur
 h

ea
rts

. 
 W
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 it
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ow

.
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